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Abstract: This study compares the architecture and the economic role of Souk (shopping center) Shammar in the city of
Hajar Kahlan, the capital of Qatban in the southern part of the Arabian Peninsula, and Souk Qaryat al Faw in the city
of Kenda in the middle. Due to the significance of souks in the development of ancient Arab kingdoms economically,
the old man cared a lot for these souks. Therefore, he designed them well, and organized their entrances, shops, and
alleys. He also divided them into units to facilitate selling and buying. Souk Shamar was built in the center of the
square near the temple, and the souk of Qaryat al Faw was designed and located in a place that is suitable for its

visitors and owners.
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